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Bits & Pieces
Swedish American of the
Year 2018: Bruce Karstadt

The new Nordic Museum in
Seattle is now open

The two Swedish district lodges of the Vasa
Order of America have chosen Bruce
Karstadt as the Swedish American of the
Year for 2018. Mr Karstadt was born in
1951 in Lindsborg, KS, a town founded
by Swedish immigrants in 1869, to which
his great-grandparents immigrated in the
late 1800s.
He earned a BA, magna cum laude, in
history and political science from Bethany
College, and is the fourth generation of his
family to graduate from this institution.
Mr. Karstadt received a JD degree from
the Washburn University School of Law.
He became involved in supporting the
organizing committee for the New Sweden
’88 bi-national celebration, which led to
his interest in pursuing a career that would
contribute to strengthening relationships
between Sweden and America.
In 1990 Mr. Karstadt was named the
President-CEO of the American Swedish
Institute (ASI) in Minneapolis, MN.
Since its expansion with the Nelson
Cultural Center in 2012, the ASI continues
to grow dynamically in serving its community as a gathering place for all people.
In 2016-17, ASI welcomed over 150,000
people through its doors.
Celebrations for Mr. Karstadt will be
held in Växjö in August.

The new Nordic Museum opened in early
May 2018. The address is 2655 NW
Market Street, Seattle, WA 98107.
Their message is “We share Nordic
culture with people of all ages and backgrounds by exhibiting art and objects, preserving collections, providing educational
and cultural experiences, and serving as a
community gathering place.”
The museum has a Viking Day Festival
on 14-15 July 2018.
On 4 August there will be a Sahti: Finnish Beer Brewing with Grant P.H. Barber,
and on 5 August a Nordic Knit Café.
There is a free newsletter you can subscribe to if you want to learn more.

(Press release from Vasa Orden av Amerika).

See link to their website on p. 26

Jamestown, NY: The Behold
Scandinavia Festival
The Festival takes place on 20, 21, 22 July
2018 at Jamestown Community College,
Jamestown. NY.
The hours of the festival are on Friday
1:00 pm to 9:00 pm, on Saturday 10:00
am to 9:00 pm; and on Sunday 10:00 am
to 4:00 pm.
There will be Smorgasbandet – Accordion Band from New York City, Oskar
Stenmark Trio – Swedish Jazz Band,
Svenska Spelmän — Gammeldans Band
from Chautauqua County, and more.
See link to the website on p. 26
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King Gustaf I and his
descendants

King Gustaf of Sweden, who reigned from
1523 to 1560, was married three times. His
first queen was the German princess Katarina of Saxony-Lauenburg, who died in
1535. His second wife was the Swedish
noblewoman Margareta Leijonhufvud,
who died in 1551, and the third queen was
Katarina Stenbock, who survived him for
many years. In his two first marriages he
had 11 children, and during the 458 years
since his death the number of his descendants has grown exponentially
Genealogist Per Andersson of Stockholm has researched all the legitimate descendants for more than 40 years, and
gathered names and dates for more than
250,000 people.
Mr. Andersson plans to publish most of
this materials in a set of at least three volumes within a few years.
A link to his web site can be found on p. 26.

Swedish Genealogy Days in
Växjö 1-2 September

Link on p. 26
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